Endocrinology of pregnancy: consequences for the diagnosis and treatment of pregnancy disorders.
Placental human chorionic gonadotropin and corpus luteum secretion of progesterone and oestradiol are the main endocrine events at the beginning of pregnancy, whilst the luteo-placental shift is an important step during the later stages. Progesterone not only affects decidualisation, but is the major immunological determinant and controls uterine contractibility and cervical competence. These properties all contribute considerably towards the correct development of pregnancy and delivery at term.